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Director's notes

3

Casey M. Barnes, 
Heritage Director

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

I would like to thank you all for your ongoing support of Heritage 

International School and our teaching and learning programmes. 

It has been a challenging two weeks here in Chisinau and at Heritage. 

We deeply appreciate all of the support our community has shown 

during this difficult time of teaching and learning online. I also 

sincerely thank all of those families whose resilience and positive 

attitudes have made this experience more manageable and in many 

cases enjoyable. I am so thankful that our community has stayed safe 

and has put safety first in this unusual situation that we find ourselves 

in. We are all looking forward to being back in school and back to our 

normal routines. Thank you, again.

This past Wednesday we hosted our 4th parent education morning. It is wonderful to see these 

growing in popularity and to hear and see the positive response these sessions are having in our 

community. We are excited to continue and excited to expand so that more parents can have access 

to these learning opportunities. 

We are developing more and more in our extracurricular programmes. We have listened to our 

parents’ voices on this matter and we hope you will see several improvements to our afterschool 

clubs and programmes. Most notably, we are proud to introduce an Open Club Week near the end of 

the term in which we will invite our parents to attend their children's clubs in order to see the 

learning that has taken place and to experience the club from their children' s perspective. It is set to 

be a week of joy and celebration of learning! More details on this are coming soon. 

For our exam year groups, we wish you all the best success as you enter into round two of our 

practice exams season. While these exams are not official, it is essential that best efforts are put 

forth. Your best effort means your highest scores, which means we can clearly identify where the 

gaps still exist in your learning. When we have better data, we can make better decisions. 

Thank you all again for your support and I look forward to seeing all of our students back at school 

soon!



The Heritage 10 Golden Rules

We want everyone to enjoy Heritage International School and have a successful, 
fulfilling, and rewarding academic year.  To all those joining us for the first time 
and those who come to regular school at Heritage, we are all members of 
Heritage for the time we are here and we all follow the same code of respect to 
ensure everyone is kept safe and we enjoy our school.

1. We listen to & respect those looking after us, and teaching us, and always follow 

their instructions.

2. We respect and look after each other as students of Heritage. We are a caring 
community.

3. If unsure, we ask one of our teachers or support staff.
4. We are always aware of being safe, especially around physical & practical 

activities
5. The way we speak to each other and the words we use are the right ones 

6. If someone is not well or unhappy, we let one of the adults looking after us know

7. We make sure we have the right clothes and equipment for each day.

8. We make sure we are on time and if we are late we make sure 

people looking after us know.

9. We are responsible for our behaviour as a student of Heritage. 

10. We make sure we engage in our learning, grow in our knowledge and 

understanding, achieve our best and potential, be contributing and valued 

members of our community, and get the most out of our school opportunities.
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Action for Happiness Calendar 
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10th February 2026 Safer Internet Day

16th - 20st February 2026 A Level Mindset Day

16th - 20th February 2026 Literature week

20th February 2026 Festival of Tales

21st February 2026 Readers Cup

27th February 2026 UN International Mother Language Day

Key Dates

See the 2025-2026 Academic Calendar here

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-Y0_0AxrtapEdamE370K4fBFOjIlNMU1q4U34-p5ZhM/edit?usp=sharing


 Heritage around the world
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Heritage International School won the 6th position among 43 
international schools competing in the Learning Legends 
Challenge!



 Heritage around the world
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Marina Bilivskaia, Chief Financial Officer, and Tatiana Arnautu, Chief Operating Officer at Heritage 
International School, recently attended the annual COBIS Conference in London, a major 
international education forum. The conference offered valuable insights and proven international 
practices, which will be thoughtfully integrated into the school’s ongoing development. 

 Heritage International School is the only school in the Republic of Moldova to become a member of 
the COBIS network, bringing together over 450 schools from 80 countries. This membership confirms 
Heritage’s strong alignment with international educational standards and its active contribution to a 
global educational dialogue focused on progress, innovation, and excellence.

Heritage International School Leaders Represent Moldova at 
COBIS Conference in London



Faces of Our School

Primary School Teacher
Aliona Sinchenco

“If a teacher combines love for the work and love for the students, he is 
a perfect teacher.”
— Leo Tolstoy

Teaching with love is my guiding principle. From childhood, I dreamed 
of becoming a primary school teacher. This dream was inspired by my 
own primary school teacher, to whom I am deeply grateful. Even then, I 
imagined the school of the future as a space where learning happens 
through broadening horizons, curiosity about the world, and lively 
communication. I have always felt that school should help a child not 
only acquire knowledge, but also learn how to live.
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My childhood dream became a reality when I became part of the Heritage community. Here, I found 
like-minded colleagues and an educational environment that values creativity, respect for each child’s 
individuality, and a modern approach to teaching. This place gave me the opportunity to work in the 
way I had always envisioned — building learning around children’s interests and their inner potential.

I sincerely believe that there is nothing better for a child’s development than the daily formation of life 
skills through the study of engaging and well-designed topics. That is why, in my work, I strive to 
structure learning around weekly themes that help children see connections between subjects, ask 
questions, think critically, and discover new things.

Extracurricular activities hold a special place in my teaching practice. I consider them an integral part 
of the educational process, as it is during these activities that children truly reveal themselves. Staging 
performances, participating in school celebrations, and taking part in creative projects help students 
develop public speaking skills, learn to work with their voice, gestures, and emotions, and, most 
importantly, gain confidence when speaking in front of an audience.

Through theatrical activities, children learn to listen to one another, cooperate, overcome stage fright, 
and believe in their own abilities. For me, these are not merely performances, but an important step in 
shaping confident, free-thinking, and reflective individuals.

I sincerely adhere to the principle:
 “Education through love for children is not a method, but a foundation without which true 
education is impossible.”

I am convinced that through love, support, and shared creativity, we help children not only to learn, but 
also to grow into confident, open-hearted, and life-ready individuals.



View all materials at the link:

News from Primary
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On February 4, Grade 1C took part in World Read Aloud Day. The students participated 
actively and showed great interest throughout the activity. For the children, it was a very 
engaging and valuable experience!

1C - World Read Aloud Day (WRAD)

link

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1IlkySAW6_uG6uS5EUmb6IzRKhduJVNPy


News from Primary
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3A - World Read Aloud Day (WRAD)



News from Primary
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4A - World Read Aloud Day (WRAD)



View all materials at the link:

News from Secondary

Class 8E presents a science project exploring key scientific ideas through experiments, 
observations, and real-world applications.

Project presentation by 8E 1/ 8E2
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link

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RvQqUB7xFyQNTFlTdbMNNKZDjzTq_No2


Cambridge International Qualifications
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Facts and figures About Cambridge International Qualifications:

Here are the the facts why the Cambridge International is famous for 

● Cambridge Assessment International Education is the world’s largest provider of 
international education programmes and qualifications for 5 to 19 year olds.

● Over 10,000 schools in more than 160 countries offer Cambridge programmes and 
qualifications.

● Every year, nearly a million Cambridge learners prepare for their future with an education 
from Cambridge International.

● We are part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a not-for-profit organisation and 
part of the world-renowned University of Cambridge.

● The first Cambridge international exams were taken in Trinidad in 1864 by six candidates.

Programmes and qualifications offer at Cambridge International:

Here are the facts why Heritage International School offers the qualifications of Cambridge Primary, 
Cambridge Secondary Checkpoint, IGCSE and GCE AS and A Level at the campus. 

● Cambridge Primary is taught in more than 2300 schools in over 120 countries. There are 
over 96,000 entries for Cambridge Primary Checkpoint each year.

● Cambridge Lower Secondary is taught in more than 3800 schools in nearly 140 countries. 
Every year we receive over 110,000 entries for Cambridge Lower Secondary Checkpoint, our 
tests for 11 to 14 year olds.

● Cambridge IGCSE is the world’s most popular international qualification for 14 to 16 year 
olds. It is taken in over 150 countries and in more than 5000 schools around the world.

● 2018 marked the 30th anniversary of the first Cambridge IGCSE exam.
● More than 250,000 students worldwide took Cambridge IGCSE and O Level exams in our 

June 2022 series.
● We are the world’s biggest provider of O Level qualifications. Cambridge O Level is taught 

in over 50 countries.
● Cambridge International AS & A Levels are taught in over 130 countries. Over 220,000 

students around the world took Cambridge International AS & A Level exams in our June 
2022 series.

● More than 2200 universities in 90 countries formally recognise Cambridge qualifications, 
including all UK universities and over 850 in the US.

For further information about Cambridge International 
Programmes and Qualifications, please visit the website link

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/about-us/what-we-do/facts-and-figures/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/about-us/what-we-do/facts-and-figures/


Key Dates
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Key Dates
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Checkpoint 2026 exam timetable (Cambridge Primary and 
Lower Secondary

Cambridge  Exam Timetable May-June 2026

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iUNLukf-02RB2kafd0VaqjjJSEG948xm/view?usp=sharing


Student Leadership
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University Destinations 



Student Leadership
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Heritage Globe

Back copies of the International Heritage Herald can be found on our website.

 Link here: https://www.heritage.md/en/school/heritage-herald

https://sites.google.com/heritage.md/heritageglobespringedition
https://www.heritage.md/en/school/heritage-herald


Student Leadership
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We are proud to announce that our student Teodor Z. has been selected for the Youth Advisory 
Working Group, where he will collaborate with the Bureau for European Integration to contribute 
youth perspectives to Moldova’s EU accession process.

Chosen by the National Youth Council of Moldova (CNTM) among 10 young leaders, Teodor embodies 
the values of leadership and civic engagement we nurture at Heritage International School.

Congratulations, Teodor—your voice matters, and your impact is already being felt 󰎾👏

Heritage Student Selected for National Youth Advisory Group on 
EU Integration



Student Leadership
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We are proud to announce that Heritage International School students were recognised in the 
global Immerse Education Essay Competition, which attracted entries from 150 countries. Five 
Heritage students were shortlisted, earning international recognition and scholarship awards.

🏅 20% Scholarships
 Victoria P., Maria B., Astrid T., Beniamin B.

🏅 10% Scholarships
 Iana Z., Darya G.

Their achievements reflect outstanding academic excellence, creativity, and global engagement. 
Congratulations to our talented students for representing Heritage on the world stage

Heritage Shines in Global Essay Competition with Multiple Student 
Awards



Student Leadership
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We are proud to celebrate our students’ success at the Lumiere Scholars Essay Award 2025, 
where over 2,000 essays from 111 countries were submitted worldwide. Four Heritage students 
stood out on this global stage.

🏆 Distinction Award – $500 Scholarship
 Victoria P.

🏆 Rising Scholars Award – $250 Scholarship each
 Beniamin B., Romina-Bianca P., Dragoș M.

Heritage Students Win Global Lumiere Scholars Essay Awards 2025



News from the library
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Digital Corner 
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Pastoral Care Corner 

 What is the role of a safeguarding team?

Our Safeguarding Team is committed to ensuring that all individuals are protected and 
cared for. They focus on:

● The team strives to prevent harm or neglect by establishing unambiguous rules 
and standards.

● They offer the necessary training to our staff and volunteers, enabling them to 
identify and resolve any safeguarding concerns.

● The team is prepared to address any concerns that may arise, including those 
regarding events or allegations of unjust treatment.

● They offer care and assistance to anyone affected by harm, ensuring they 
receive the support they need to feel safe and secure.   

● They offer strategic guidance and leadership to assist us in enhancing our 
safeguarding endeavors.

Our team is dedicated to the holistic health of our community and is prepared to 
provide support as needed.

23

Introducing our safeguarding team



Pastoral Care Corner 

We encourage parents to use the QR code to report any safeguarding or well-being 
concerns in a discreet manner. This easy-to-use tool helps you safely and quickly share 
your concerns, ensuring that each one receives attention. It also enables our pastoral 
team to monitor reports, identify patterns early on, and take appropriate action to 
prevent problems from growing. Together, we can create a safer, more supportive 
environment in which every child feels safe and valued.

Your Voice Matters—Keep Our Community Safe

24



School Information
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School Information
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School Information

Attendance is not just a procedural requirement; it is a fundamental factor that contributes significantly 
to a student's academic success by facilitating effective learning, collaboration, and overall personal 
development.

Children and young people who regularly attend school have better health outcomes, better employment 
outcomes, and higher incomes across their lives. It is important that children develop habits of regular 
attendance at an early age.

27



MAIN 
CONTACTS

Social Media:
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facebook

instagram

twitter

linkedIn

Contact us: 

+373 620 222 10

Back copies of the 
International Heritage Herald 
can be found on our website: 
https://www.heritage.md/en/sc
hool/heritage-herald

Heritage Director:
director@heritage.md

 Academic Director
inga.chiosa@heritage.md

Head of Primary School:
bujag.adriana@heritage.md

Head of Secondary
tatiana.popa@heritage.md

National Secondary Coordinator:
ecaterina.bors@heritage.md

Head of Lyceum:
dorina.calinovscaia@heritage.md

Transportation service:
transport@heritage.md

Catering services:
meals@hertage.md

Admission:
admission@heritage.md

Exam officer:
cambridge.exams@heritage.md

Pastoral Care:
larisa.mirza@heritage.md

Absences:
                                   attendance@heritage.md

Governors:
governorsclerk@heritage.md

English language courses for children and adults: 
language.academy@heritage.md

Admin Kinderpedia:
admin.kinderpedia@heritage.md 

Uniform:
 uniform@heritage.md 

https://www.facebook.com/heritage.moldova/
https://www.instagram.com/heritagemoldova/
https://twitter.com/his_moldova
https://md.linkedin.com/company/heritage-international-school-of-chisinau
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